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Students demonstrate against violence on their streets 



Taking Back the Ghetto 



by Katie Pickles 

Approximately 200 McGill 
students participated in aTake Back 
theGhettodemonstration on Mon- 
day night. 

The demonstration was held to 
raise morale and show opposition 
to a number of attacks against 
women that have occurred in the 
area since the beginning of the fall 
term. 

“I feel very threatened walking 
through the ghetto - especially 
knowing how many women have 
been attacked here," said McGill 
student Kelly McCready. 

Julie Podmore said she was at 
the march “in solidarity for being 
able to walk safely on the streets.” 

Throughout the demonstration 



students screamed, geered, blew 
whistles and shouted chants such as 
"By your violence, we won’t be si- 
lenced” and “yes means yes, no 
means no, this kind of shit has got 
to go.” 

The march was organised by the 
McGill Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault, Walksafe, the Women’s 
Union and the Sexual Assault Cen- 
tre. 

“It was fantastic," said Mary 
Margaret Jones, one of the organis- 
ers from the Sexual Assault Centre. 
“I was very very pleased with the 
turnout, the dynamic of the people 
and the enthusiasm shared.” 

Alargenumberofmentookpart 
in the demonstration. Men had not 
been invited to participate in the 
Take Back the Night demonstra- 
tion in September. 



“1 think that this is very impor- 
tant for men and women alike," 
said McGill student Jason Atlas. 
“Men can’t shy away. We have to 
get involved as fellow students. The 
attitudes of society have to change.” 

Jay Stein, another McGill stu- 
dent, agreed. 

“1 think that it’s very important 
that we all get together to solve this 
problem of violence and discrimi- 
nation against women,” he said. 
“This is a good outpouring of feel- 
ings abouthowpeoplein theGhetto 
feel.” 

Residentslookedout of windows 
as the demonstration passed by, 
and several passers-by joined the 
procession. 

Demonstrators stopped at the 
corner of Prince Arthur and Ste 
Famille to make a special amount 







Spoiled ballot campaign 
gains momentum 



BY DAMION STODOLA 

As “Referendumania” hits 
Québec again, some dissatisfied 
votcrsareconsideringspoilingtheir 
ballots as an alternat ive to cither the 
yes or no campaigns. 

Intimidated by political pressure 
tactics and frustrated by politicians’ 
lack of vision, some voters see a 
spoiled ballot campaign as a way of 
participating in the political proc- 
ess without falling into either camp. 

“Everybody’s been told 'Shut the 
fuck up and vote and everything 
will be better,”’ said Albert 
Ncrcnbcrg, columnist for the Ga- 
zette and local film-maker. 

Bernard Loiscllc, a member of 
the Collectif de la revue Mobilisa- 
tion, organised one such ballot 
spoiling campaign called the Pro- 
gressive Coalition for Annulment. 
The coalition was formed by a col- 
lection of socialist groups. 

The group, formed in the last 
three weeks, has been distributing 
support letters around campus and 
in the downtown area. 

Loiselle said his campaign offers 
a third alternative. 

“There is a huge area in between 
the yes and no campaigns in whicji 
to politicise,” he said. 

Richard St-Pierre, a local activ- 
ists who agrees with the idea of the 
spoiled ballot campaign, said that 
the referendum is irrelevant to a lot 
of Québecers. 

“The referendum is engaging in 
ruling class politics," said St. Pierre. 
“It doesn’t address social issues.” 

Loiselle said the government is 
ignoring the best interests of the 
people. 

“They are governing a minor- 
ity," said Loiselle. “All thepoliticians 
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Bernard Loiselle 

have vested interests with nothing 
to do with our welfare.” 

To date onlyl 20 people have 
publicly supported the coalition. 
But Loiselle is not overly concerned 
with the small number. 

"The annulment rate will prob- 
ably be 1 said Loiselle. “But our 

coalition is starting point. We have 
a long way to go." 

Loiscllealso maintains the refer- 
endum is divisive. Loiselle cited the 
recent split between the Fédération 
des Travailleurs Québécois and the 
Conseil des Travailleurs au Canada 
unions as a perfect example of the 
divisive effects of the referendum. 

Not Solving the Real Problems 

Loiselle said the accord does not 
solve the real problems facing Ca- 
nadians such as poverty, racial 
tensions and native rights. 

“It’s only a collection of good 



Heading out to the Ghetto. Students begin the demonstration. 



of noise in solidarity with the stu- 
dents who have been attacked there. 
One women was raped there Au- 
gust 29 by a man with a knife, and a 
subsequent assault has also been re- 
ported. 

“For a large street, the lighting 
on Ste Famille is horrible, and Lome 
is also really bad," said Jones. “Im- 



proved lighting would help to make 
the Ghetto safer.” 

Jones’s advice to students walk- 
ing through the Ghetto is to use 
Walksafe. 

“People have a false sense of se- 
curity and think that they can walk 
homeby themselves, "she said. “But 
it’s just not safe." 



intentions," said Loiselle “Voting 
yes or no is playing into the hands 
of both campaigns.” 

St-Pierre, a local political activ- 
ist, agreed. He said that he objected 
to being asked to vote on an incom - 
plete document. 

“The proposition of accepting a 
document which is obviously 
flawed is unacceptable," said St- 
Pierrc. 

Loiselle says a “yes” vote is 
equivalent to voting for the status 
quo, while a “no” vote offers no 
valid solutions. He said voters have 
been sidetracked from the real is- 
sues and have fallen prey to the 
political terror tactics of both cam- 
paigns as a result of the complexity 
of the accord. 

“25 per cent of Québec’s popu- 
lation is under the poverty line,” 
said Loiselle. “When did you last 
hear Chrétien, Bourassa or Parizeau 
speak of the misery of many 
Québécois?” 

Loisellebelievesmany voters will 
abstain from voting due to the con- 
flict between voting on the issues 
and supporting politicians incapa- 
ble of representing the population. 

Both Ix)iselleand Nerenbergsaid 
a spoiled ballot campaign has more 
impact than abstaining from the 
process. Unlikeabstentions, spoiled 
ballots are tallied and counted as a 
percentage of those who voted. 

I.oisellesaidhewasnotattempt- 
ing to perform miraclesbut pointed 
out his alternative at least offers 
voters a way participating in the 
vote. 

“Analysts are predicting a 25 
per cent abstention rate,” said 
Loiselle. “Our campaign allows 
those people to participate in the 
political process.” 



Killer acronyms descend on Holiday Inn 

Conference to examine 
position of Cégeps 



by Dave Ley 



Student politicians from across 
Québec will come together for the 
next three days to discuss the posi- 
tion ofCégepsin Québec, including 
the possibility of tuition fees at the 
Cégep level. 

This year is the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of the introduction of the 
Cégep system. The government has 
proposed celebrating the anniver- 
sary by introducing fees for Cégep 
students for the first time. 

Frédéric I.apointe, president of 
le Fédération Etudiante Collégiale 
du Québec (FECQ), an organisa- 
tion representing students at eight 
Cégeps, said the conference would 
address all questions pertaining to 
the Cégep system, including the 
controversial question of funding 
and tuition fees. 

“It would be unacceptable for 
Cégep students to have to pay tui- 
tion fees," said Ijpointc. 

“FECQ is normally quite a mod- 
erate organisation, but if the 
government tries to do this it will 
find a lot of resistance,” he said. 

McGill delegates include Stu- 
dents’ Society vp external Jeff 
Percival and Grad Students’ Society 
vp external Eugenio Bolongaro, also 
president of the provincial graduate 
association, lc Regroupment des 
Associations des Cycles Supérieurs 
du Québec (RACSQ). 

“What we’re trying to establish 
is a link between Cégeps and Uni- 
versities,” said Percival. “We will 
not be taking a leadership role.” 



The conference is organised by 
the Institute Québécois des 
Colloques Etudiantes, of which 
four of the five student associa- 
tions in Québec are members. 

Québec’s other and most radi- 
cal student association, 
l’Association National des 
Etudiantes et Etudiantsdu Québec 
(ANEEQ), which represents stu- 
dents at 16 Cégeps and two 
universities, is not part of the in- 
stitute and will attend only as an 
observer. 

André Gangon, member of the 
executive for ANEEQ was skeptical 
about the usefulness of the confer- 
ence. 

“We have better things to do,” 
said Gangon. “We might send one 
or two delegates but there arc more 
important things going on.” 

The associations within the in- 
stituteindudeFECQ.itsuniversity 
counterpart, le Fédération 
Etudiante Universitairedu Québec 
(FEUQ), representing students at 
nine universities, RACSQ, repre- 
senting six graduate student 
associations, and the provincial 
continuing education association 
Fédération des Association 
Etudiantes Universitaire 
Québécois (FAEUQEP). 

Comesccyourstudcntpolititians 
in action as they schmooze at the 
Holiday Inn, at Sherbrooke and 
Bern. Starts 9h tommorrow and 
goes till I2h on Friday. 
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Name: 

Address: 

City/Slate/Zip: 

Phoned ) University: 

Fall □ Spring □ Summer □ 19 

Internship Piogiomi languor* Programs Summer Progroms 

□London □ Grenoble □ London 

□Paris □ Oxford □ Madrid 

□Moscow □Haifa □ Padova 

□Sydney GModild □ Paris 

□Washington. DC □ Podova □ Sydney 

□Beijing DOxford □ Moscow 

return to: □ Niamey □ Beijing 

Boston University, Division o I International Programs Qwoshington. DC 

232 Bay Stale Rood, Box Q, Boston. MA 02215 or call (617) 353-9B88 
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& MEYERS STUDIOS 

J FOR PORTRAITS OF DISTINCTION 

1993 McGill Grads 

50 % DISCOUNT 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS* 
several Package deals available 

• You get one (3"x4') B&W glossy free with your order 

• Six different expressions taken 

• No appointment necessary 

•Price List available at the studio 

WE SPECIALIZE IN CLASS COMPOSITES 
WE ALSO DO PASSPORT Bt APPLICATION PHOTOS 



1121 Ste. Catherine W., between Peel & Stanley (North Side) 

849 ■ 7327 *No Fee For Resitting 



HE McGILL SEXUAt 

ass«.it evNim 

is now offering the following support groups: 



^ Female survivors of sexual assault 
^ Female survivors of incest 
Male survivors of incest 
^ Gay male survivors of incest 
Eating disorders 

For more information please call the Centre 

at 

^ 398 - 2700 ® 



Seminar with Greenpeace 
researcher Dermod Travis 
Today 17li Onion 435 fill melcome 



Daily design department 
meeting todaq 18li Uninn B-03 
I 8 I 1 OO Come one come all. 



CONTACT LENSES 
B D I flÏE^E U V ERl 

(on most prescriptions) 

icy visual examination, OHIP accepted 
D3T glasses in 24 hrs. on most prescriptions 

Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 
1102 de Maisonneuve W. (next to Peel Pub) 
844-3997 or 844-3248 

Special consideration given to McGill students & staf 

26th INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY CONGRESS 

SUFFERING & HAPPINESS 

The civilization oi western well-being has nol found happiness in its wealth 
nor meaning in its suffering. Have olher societies, less favoured social classes or 
individuals discovered Ihe key lo happiness, and significance in their suffering? 

In preparation lo Ihe 1993 Inlernalional UNIV Congress, issues such as those 
suggested above will be deal! with through encounters of participants. Following 
Ihe meetings, visits to hospitals, soup kitchens and retirement homes will be 
organized to give participants contact with true suffering and with the search for 

genuine happiness. 

For information, contact Marisa Donado or Sonia Mata. 
Montboisé Residence: 733-1781 



The store for conscious shoppers.... 



MOIDART 

The place to get all your environment-friendly products. 
PLUS... 



WE HAVE SCHOOL SUPPLIES... 

• Recycled unbleached paper 

• Recycled clipboards & binders 

• Recycled plaatic pent & rulers 

• Reusable unbleached lunchbags 

• Cotton echool/tote beg* 

• Reusable laminated paper 
products 

• Reutsbla recycled mugs 

• Reusable lunch kltt, etc. 



• Crystal deodorant atone* 

• Rainforest Crunch candy 

• Cruelty-free personal cere 

• Reusable menstruel pads 

• Non-chlorine cotton 
tampons 

• Reusable coffee filters 

• Non-toxic cleaners 

• Natural pet care & food, etc. 



393-3513 J 

1229 A CRESCENT 

(Below Ste. Catherine) 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Bring in this coupon & get a 
10% discount on regularly priced merchandise. 

Otter valid until November 1. 1992 



The Pillaris currently accepting 
submissions of poetry, fiction, es- 
says and features for publication. 
Drop off submissions at the SSMU 
desk or 3479 Peel st. 3rd floor by 
Oct. 14. 

Preston Manning will be speak- 
ing at Concordia’s Loyola Campus’ 
mainbuildingc-1 1 1 at 12:00. Come 
to watch, come to protest. 

Victor Moche of the ANC and 
Manuel Managua of the FFMPLN 
of El Salvador will be speaking on 
the topic “Revolution or Reform? 
The Challenge for aGovernment of 
the People” today at 12:30 at 3644 
Peel st, room 202. 

SSMU presents the Italian Stu- 
dent’s Association movie at 14:30 
in Bronfman 634. All welcome. 

McGill Biology Student’s Un- 
ion Presentsa Graduate Studies Info 
Session today un Stewart Bio, Room 
S3/3. Dr Don Kramer of the Biol- 
ogy Dept, will be providing any 
information you need to know 
about graduate studies in Biology 
at McGill at 16:30. 

Winter Carnival needs your 
help. The first and very crucial 
meeting will be held today at 18:30 
at 550 Sherbrooke room 1 180. 

The second meeting of the In- 
dianProgressiveStudyGroupwili 
betodayat 19:00 in the Shitner Bill- 
Dung room 435. They will be 
discussing issues concerning India 
and South Asia, all are welcome. 

The McGill Christian Fellow- 
ship presents it’s first in a series of 
lectures entitled “How God Com- 
municates Through Scripture" or 
“How to divine the true nature of 
all things from goat entrails” Today 
at 19:00 at Thompson House in the 
downstairs Back Lounge. 

ACT UP Montréal needs you! 
The AIDS crisis is everyone’s crisis. 
Come and get involved today at 
1 9:30 at 3600 Hotel de Ville, or call 
527-2423. 

"Can Socialism come Through 
Parliament” or “Can we tie our 
Shoes with our heads in the 
Clouds?’’: a meeting of thelntema- 
tional Socialists today in theunion 
302 at 19:30. 

The Academic Alliance of Eng- 
lish Teachers present an open 
forum on Copyright at Dawson 
College, 3040 Sherbrooke st. West, 
room 5B-16 at 19:30 today. 

“Dave goes Climbing in Nepal” 
slide show of the Outing Club 
meeting today at 19:30 in Leacock 
132. 
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An Overnight Lightning Case 
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womens briefs 



Student allegedly raped, university slow to respond 

Students denounced administrators atthe University ofP.E.I. for not contact- 
ing the police immediately following an alleged rape and beating at a campus 
residence. 

The university only announced the incident after the alleged victim’s mother 
•went public with the story. 

“City police didn’t take over the case u ntil six days after the incident , when the 
woman filed a formal complaint of sexual assault," said constable Richard 
Collins, community relations officer for the Charlottetown police. 

The complaint states that anl8-year-old student was abducted from a resi- 
dence party on September 23. Her wrists were bound and she was raped and 
beaten so badly that she was hospitalized. 

The university has been accused of covering up the incident. 

“People are angry that they didn’t know something happened," said Tracey 
Arsenault, president of the student council. “We’re scared for our own safety." 

According to Sonya Banks, the university’s director of public relations, 
campus security began investigating the disturbance immediately. 

She would not confirm that campus security were investigating an alleged 
sexual assault. 

About 500 faculty, staff and students attended a rally to protest the way the 
university administration handled the incident. 

-Ottawa (CUP) 

Woman sentenced for dirty apartment 

Peggy Messer has been found guilty by a Milwaukee judge of misdemeanor 
child neglect, after she moved into a cheap but cockroach infested apartment. 

The judge, in his sentence statement, said while he realized the situation was 
temporary, Messer should have “improved the environment” for her children’s 
sake. 

Messer was convicted despite the fact that Wisconsin laws recognize poverty 
as a reason for poor living conditions. The conditions at Messer’s home const it ute 
a violation of Wisconsin housing codes rather than child safety laws. 

The landlord was not questioned. 

— off our backs 

One year after Hffl-Thomas 

October 1 1 marks the one-year anniversary of Anita Hill’s testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

In keeping with the occasion, here are some suggestions to commemorate the 
day. have a sexual harassment awareness day at your place of work, speak out in 
class if you hear guys snickering about the woman professor, and tell your co- 
worker to stop pinching your ass. 

Ask a friend if she’s ever been harassed, ask your mom, ask the Sexual 
Harassment Officer (you can do it anonymously), ask McGill to stop protecting 
nice-guy professors. And at the end of the day, get together with your friends, 
bring some food and just gripe. 

Abortion rights struggle continues in Germany 

The German government has blocked a law which would have equalized 
abortion rights for women in the recently reunified country. 

The law, which was to have given all German women the limited right to an 
abortion, was stopped by a court injunction just hours before it was to go into 
effect. The laws governing abortion, currently restrictive for women living in 
Western Germany, will remain in effect until the end of the year. 

— off our bads 

Feminist prof barred from teaching 

Pauline Ban, a professor at the University of Illinois, has been barred from 
teaching ever again, after a dean accused her of being too “maternal” and 
“therapeutic” toward her students. 

The ban took place after a male member of her class on Gender and Society 
accused her of sexism and racism. The man, who said that he did not know the 
difference between sex and rape during a class discussion of Mike Tyson’s rape 
conviction, brought the charges after Bart asked him to leave the course. 

Bart says that the student’s comments were derogatory toward women, and 
that several women students had complained to her. 

The university wants Bart to retire early. 

— off our backs 

Ladycab to the rescue 

Women in London, England now have a choice when calling a cab. Ladycab, 
a women-run taxi service, offers services to “society’s vulnerable: women, 
children, the elderly and the disabled.” Drivers only pick up men they know, or 
men who need special help. 

Yvonne Williams and loan Campbell created another woman cab company, 
Paradise Cars, in Oxford, because they were fed up with stories they heard about 
female passengers being harassed or ripped off by male taxi drivers. To combat 
these problems, they pick up only women and children under 16, although they 
accept men when accompanied by a woman. 

While business has been slow for Paradise Cars, one devoted customer says 
“It’s sort of like having your mother around to give you a lift." 

—Ms. 

— compiled by Rebecca Handford 
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Unity sought within the Black community 



By Elisa Hollenberg 

Representatives of the Haitian, 
Zairianand Jamaican communities 

of Montréal met to 

discuss ways of ere- ' 

ating a unified j|l| 

leadership in all 
Black communities. 

Two hundred 
and fifty people at- l||;| 
tended the day long ^B 
conference held by fig 
the Black Coalition B 
of Quebec on Satur- ^ 
day. Ninety eight f 
per cent of the con- [ 
ferencc participants l 
voted in favor of a 
proposal to establish 
a regional commis- 
sion within the I 
Black community, y 

“The white ma- I' - i 

jority are going to | ’-j" 

say the Black com- 
munity so we have 
should try to join all 
members of the 
Black community 
and work together,” 
said Franz Lemaire, |- T "V- - 
a representative of 
the Haitian community. 

“It is not only the leaders, not 
only the associations — this is the 
problem of all Black people. Each 
one of them has the responsibilty to 
sit down together and think about 
the community.” 

The proposal will be imple- 
mented over a six month period. 
According to Lemaire, each organi- 
zation will determine the extent of 
their contribution to the commis- 



sion. It ishoped that each organiza- 
tion will nominate candidates to be 
elected by the Black community. 

The commission will consist of 
sixteen members whose four year 



T 






mandate will attempt to represent 
the Black community as a whole. 

Missing Issues & Voices 

Some conference participants 
wereunhappywiththeconfcrence’s 
agenda. 

Antonia Seale, a conference par- 
ticipant, was concerned that 
members from certain sectors of 
the Black community were not 
heard. 



“I did not see the Black women’s 
congress represented today,” she 
said.“Singlemothcrswhoarehcad- 
ingthehouseholdsshouldhavebeen 
here.” 

“We cannot talk 
^B^F about the problems 
J||f of a certain sector 

IB without involving 
them,” said Seale. 

According to a 
* student from 

.. fl l’Université de 
Montréal, 
vvas needed to mo- 
bilize black 
community voting 
power due to the 
u P com ' n g referen- 

/ dum and a probable 

~h federal election. The 
question of the ref- 
erendumwasnoton 
the table for discus- 
sion. 

“These arc the 
H H only times when 
everybody could 
i Mra have their say, and 

we’re not getting 
ready for that,” he 
• r . ■ said. 

'ïdT'f: Seale was con- 

cerned that the 
discussion was undemocratic. 

“I think the panel had a hidden 
agenda,” she said. “It is good that 
we would have people speaking in 
one voice, it’s good to have unity in 
the community, but there arc other 
thingsAhat must be dealt with.” 
She also suggested that the voices 
of young delegates were not heard. 
“Silencing young people who disa- 
gree is a serious problem that has to 
be looked into.” 



Can’t decide whether to vote 
“Yes”or “No”? Vote twice! 



OTTAWA (CUP) — Students 
and other nomadic Canadians could 
vote twice in the upcoming refer- 
enda. 

Students from Québec studying 
in another province can be enu- 
merated to vote in the riding their 
school is located in. But they may 
also vote in Québec if they regis- 
tered with the Registry of Electors 
Outside Québec before September 
28. 

Denise McCulloch, community 
relations and youth liaison officer 
for Elections Canada, said it’s not 
really voting twice because the re- 
sults from the two referenda will be 
tabulated separately. 

“It’s as if there was a federal and 
provincial election at the same 
time,” she said. 

“I don’t think it will make a big 
difference in the outcome of the 
referenda," she added. 

However, it is a fraud to vote 
twice in the federal referendum — 
for instance, in B.C. and Ontario. If 
caught, you face a SI 000 fine. 

But a student studying outside 
their home province could be enu- 
merated twice by mistake. 

“A student from Alberta attend- 
ing the University of Ottawa could 
enumerate themselves in Ontario, 




s yr / 



and also be enumerated by their 
parentsinAlberta,”saidMcCulloch. 
“But this in itself does not consti- 
tute an offense.” 

McCulloch said Elections 
Canada has no way of checking to 
see if peoplcare registered to vote in 
more than one province. 

Christine Pepin, a 20-year-old 
University of Ottawa student from 
QuébecCityhas missed theQuébec 
registry’s deadline because she 
didn’t know she could vote in 
Québec. 

“It makes a difference to me,” 
she said. “ I want my vote to count in 



Québec. I don’t know if I wll vote 
now." 

She added that voting in Québec 
was more important to her than 
what mark she made on the ballot. 

She said she would have been 
able to register in time if proper 
information had been made avail- 
able to students like her. 

Students from other provinces 
studying in Québec may also be 
able to vote in both referenda, but 
Québec’s Referendum Act requires 
six months’ residence in Québec to 
qualify as a Québec voter. 

In the rest of Canada, people 
must be residents in their ridings 
on the first day of enumeration, 
October 2, to be eligible to vote. 

Ifstudcnts want to vote by proxy 
in their home riding that is the only 
vote they may cast. 

McCulloch said the confusion 
this year is due to the policy of not 
exchanging voting information be- 
tween Québec and the rest of 
Canada. 

“ElectionsCanadaand Elections 
Québec don’t mingle,” she said. 

According to McCulloch, nor- 
mally 45 per cent of 1 8 to 24 year-old 
Canadians participate in voting, 
compared with 75 percent of the 
general population. 
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Total war in 
s™ the Philippines 

c 

LJix years ago, a revolution of sorts numbered over 2 million. their work with various sectors of the 

ousted Philippine president Fidel Marcos. “Here, the land is bad, not like in my population. 

At the time, people believed the popular place. Nothing grows here,” said Lisette Two years ago, a group of musicians 

uprising would end a 17-year reign of (not her real name), who was relocated on Panay Island were attacked by para- 
terror and violence. with her family to a mountainous region military patrols after a performance 

But the new president-elect Cory on the island of Negros. criticising the repressive Filipino govern- 

Aquino quickly showed herself to be just “The school is over an hour away, and ment. 

as repressive. She withdrew from talks there is no doctor." The military strategy “We were riding home in a jeepney 
with the National Democratic Front is to keep the population in a general state (local transport) and the patrols blocked 
(NDF), the underground coalition of or- of fear, and soldiers frequently rape, tor- the road so wecouldn’t get through,” said 
ganizations which has been at the ture and kill villagers at random. one of the musicians. “They made us get 

forefront of the opposition movement “Twomonthsagothemilitarybombed out of the jeep. Some of them grabbed 
for 23 years. the area and one man died. Sometimes our instruments. I couldn’t play for a 

Her government, and the government they come around and shoot,” Lisette while after that because they smashed my 
of Fidel Ramos which followed, has ever said. guitar. At least we got away okay.” 

since pursued a policy of “total war” People who offer food or lodging to Last December, a seventeen-year-old 
against the NDF and its member organi- rebel soldiers are labelled as communists member of the band was shot by the 
sations the New People’s army (NPA) and risk government reprisals, asare those military. While his parents waited at the 
and the Communist Party of the Philip- who refuse to join government-organ- hospital, army officials told them thier 
pines. Issues such as land reform and ised civilian armed patrols. sonwas adrugaddict.andinvolvedwith 

development of locally-owned industry, “They always check all the houses to the NPA. He later died, 

part of the NDF platform, have been makesureeveryoneisstillhere.Thereare The Philippines’ indigenous popula- 
ignored by the government, which in- almost no men here. They are too afraid tionoffiveandahalfmillionisparticularly 
stead devotes resources to continuing the they will be accused as being an NPA," hurtbythegovernment’stotalwarpolicy. 
total war policy. Lisette said. Afterseveral centuriesofcolonization, 

It was Ramos, then secretary of na- "I haven’t seen my husband in over a most of the indigenous population has 
tional defense, who engineered the policy year.Themilitarypickcdhimupwhilehe been driven into the hinterlands, where 
oftotal war, backed upbymassiveUSaid. was washing the clothes. Maybe he is the NPA now operate. 

The results were devastating. washing the clothes of the military now." These people are often accused ofbe- 

Executive director of Task Force De- ing Communists and NPA sympathizers 

taincesofthe Philippines, Evelyn Bêlais, “There are no civilians in despite theirpoliticalviews.IntheMarag 
on a Canadian tour this past summer, Valley, massive military operations re- 
explained that human rights violations the Marag Valley suited in the death of thousands, and 

have risen incredibly as a result of the reduced living standards of the indig- 

total war, and many civilians have been I enous people living there to that of 

imprisonned or killed. She said that of JL he murder and disappearance of animals. Yet Brigadier General Homer C. 

64 1 politicaldetaineeslanguishinginjails legal left-wing activists has become com- Capulong, the commander in the region, 
as prisoners of the Aquino administra- monplace. Accused of being communist claimed, “there are no civilians in the 
tion,39werewomenand27wereminors. fronts, popular communityorganizations Marag Valley.” 

"Women and children are most vul- areoften forced todismantle, suspending Inothcrcases.indigenouspcopleshave 

ncrable in situations of armed 
conflict,” she said. “They are raped, 
tortured, harrassed and killed. In 
1991 alone more than 500 unarmed 
civilians have been killed in milita- 
rized areas, more than half of whom 
are children.” 

Internal refugees 

T 

JL he total war is a form of " Low 
Intensity Conflict" like those used to 
destroy revolutionary forces in Vi- 
etnam and Latin American 
countries. Aiming to demoralize 
the rural peasantry, the main sup- 
port base for the NPA forces, this 
policy directly affects more than just 
the guerrillas. 

Massive military operations force 
people to leave their communities 
and become “internal refugees” in- 
side their own country. Entire 
populations are relocated to 
unsanitary crowded refugee centers, 
where they may wait months or years 
before being moved to another area. 

Others are sent to makeshift com- 
munities far from schools, stores and 
hospitals. During the past three 
years, these internal refugees have 




Canada’s 

dubious 

record 

CanadaisoneofthecountriesontheNDF’sagenda. 
Already underway, their tourindudesdiscussions with 
the government, and non-governmental oraginisations, 
in hopes of being recognized by Canadians as the 
political opposition in the Philippines, status the Phil- 
ippine government has not attributed them. 

Considering Canada’s former involvement in the 
Philippines, it may well prove to be a valuable agent in 
persuading the government to sit down and negotiate 
a peaceful settlement of war. 

After Marcos was ousted, Canada poured millions 
ofdollars into the Philippines, expecting the country to 
achieve a level of political and economic stability which 
would benefit Canada’s growing trade and influence in 
Southeast Asia. fa 

In 1986, the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) established the $11 million Negros 
Rehabilitation and Development Fund (NRDF), with 
the stated intent of “helping” Negros sugarcane work- 
ers weather a drop in international sugar prices. 

The 1989 Philippines Country Profile states that “in 
theshort term, theNRDFprovided immediate relief to 
the people most seriously affected by the collapse of the 
sugar-based economy, especially the sugar workers in 
the area.” 

In reality, the CIDA funds eventually found their 
way into the hands of Filipino government-backed 
paramilitary squads and wealthy landlords. The funds 
had been channelled by CIDA through conservative 
Philippine government agencies. 

The failure of the program obliged CIDA to rework 
its entire aid program in the Philippines. 

When the reality of Aquino’s regime was revealed, 
money, much of it coming from Canadian taxpayers, 
continued to flow into corrupt hands in the form of 
development aid. 

Canada also supports the Filipino military estab- 
lishment.TheCanadian PeaceReport (Winter 1991-92) 
has documented direct sales of Canadian arms to the 
Philippines between 1988 and 1990. More than just 
benevolent provider of financial aid, Canadahas played 
a substantial role in the war waged by the Filipino 
government. 

Considering the history of Canada’s involvement in 
the Philippines, it seems unlikely that Canada will 
intervene on the NDF’s behalf. But international rela- 
tions are rarely static. 

The government of Canada likes to flaunt its role as 
an international peace-broker. Although hardly living 
up to that reputation at present, it is possible that it 
could change its approach, if public pressure was ap- 
plied. 

Coni Ledesma, Executive Director of the National 
Democratic Front International Office, and Byron 
Bocar, Representative of the NDF for Western Europe, 
will be discussing their peace plan Tuesday, Octohber 
13, 7:30 p.m. in the Leacock Building room 132. For 
moreinfo, call the Network for a Just and LastingPeace 
in the Philippines (NJLP) at 284-3726 or 63 1 -3898. 





